dozen words he has indicated with marked exactitude the qualities
which made Spender what he was and gave him the position he
attained.

The further letters which follow, chosen almost at random, are
from politicians, journalists, and journalists turned politicians.

Waterloo Day,
(From Lord Rosebery)                                 Durdans,

Epsom.
MY DEAR S.,

Though I almost always admire your articles I never intrude my
admiration on you lest I become a bore. But I must break my
rule with regard to your article of yesterday, which I read with
nothing less than enthusiasm. Its grave indictment against the
Government on the highest grounds and in the most judicial
manner was admirable; and in such an article your cold-blooded-
ness enhances the effect. You can speak on that subject without
bur-sting a blood-vessel. I doubt if I could.

Yours,
R.

10 A4elphi Terrace,
(From Mr. Bernard Shaw)                              W.C.

24th November, 1907
DEAR SPENDER,

You have stampeded the entire left wing by that article on Old
Age Pensions on Saturday. You had better take the reaction
from a privileged lunatic like myself than from anybody else.
And the protest had better be in the Westminster, as with all your
absurdities you contrive to keep it the only paper that one can
read with a sensation of being in decent company.

At the cost of knocking your make-up to pieces I plead for
insertion to-morrow, my trivially personal reason being that I
have been asked to meet Haldane and Asquith, and don't want to
do it with such an article up my sleeve instead of on the table.
Yours ever,

BERNARD SHAW.

P.S. Confound you, you have cost me a broken Sabbath and a
forfeited day's rest!

(From Lord Fisher)                                               6.2.09

DEAR SPENDER,
Forgive haste and pencil but I must send you one line of